








 
ENVIRONMENTAL, ZONING, WELFARE AND LEGISLATIVE 

April 5, 2011 
Present: Laura Wilkinson, Chairman   

Marilyn Voggetzer   Tony Woods 
Carol Foli    Greg Hager 

Absent: none 
Others present: Cliff Frye, Joelynda Conrad, Brett Rahar, Pana Mayor Steve Sipes, 

Tom Lacy, Joe Marley, John Curtin and Jan Bland. 
 
The meeting of the Environmental/Zoning/Welfare/Legislative Committee was called to 
order with a quorum in attendance on Tuesday, April 5, 2011 at 6:30 pm at the Christian 
County Courthouse to discuss all matters properly brought before the committee. 
 
Pana Mayor Steve Sipes asked the Committee to review terms and financial commitment 
of concerning the intergovernmental agreement relating to animal control services.  This 
agreement was discussed in August of 2010 and signed in October of 2010.   Issues and 
problems from both sides were discussed including Pana not having the ability to hold 
animals for the required 24 hour timeframe, the inability for Pana to drop off animals 
during weekends and holidays.  Joelynda expressed concerns regarding sick and violent 
animals being dropped off.  Various suggestions and brainstorming was done and it was 
determined that Mayor Sipes, Joelynda, and possibly the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture would continue discussions and report back to the Committee next month 
with a potential resolution. 
  
Mayor Sipes commented that the recycling containers might need to be pulled more 
often.  Greg Hager had been watching the site and thought the site was doing better.  
They will consult with Joe Stepping, if the problem continues. 
  
On March 11, 2011 Tom Lacy, Chairman of the Christian County Historic Preservation 
Commission sent a letter to Chairman Curtin to request amending the Historic 
Preservation Ordinance O2007 CB 007 passed in October of 2009 and amended in 
December of 2009 by doing the following things: 
  
            1.  Amend the language on page 10, to read “if the Commission decides that the 
landmark should be designated, it should do so by a resolution cast by a majority of the 
Commission and approved by the owner(s). 
            2.  Amend the language on page 13 to read “if the Commission decides that the 
proposed historic district should be designated, it shall do so by a resolution passed by a 
majority of the Commission and approved by no less than 51% of property owners and/or 
leaseholders.” 
            3.  The entire section entitled “fees and Penalties” found on page 21 of the 
ordinance should be excluded or deleted. 
             [The entire letter is attached.] 

  
Chairman Curtin commented, “It was never the County Board’s intent, but was left in 
order to comply with state regulations.”  The question has been to change the ordinance  
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or not enforce it.  Mr. Lacy told the Committee that the commissioners have wrestled 
with the idea since the inception.  A motion was made by Tony Woods and seconded by 
Marilyn Vogettzer to make the modifications and amend the ordinance as recommended 
by the commissioners.  The motion carried.  Additionally, Attorney Lacy should write to 
the Illinois Historic Preservation Agency to notify them of the changes to be made and if 
these proposed changes would violate any primary purpose of the ordinance to notify us 
immediately. 
  
Zoning Officer Brett Rahar presented the Committee with a new Flood Damage 
Prevention Ordinance.  Christian County currently has an existing Flood Damage 
Prevention Ordinance, which was put into place in 1993.  Recently, new maps have been 
made and changes were made in the boundaries of the 100 year flood plain.  In order for 
homeowners to be eligible for flood insurance, the County must enact this new ordinance 
prior to June 16, 2011.  This applies to unincorporated areas in the County.  A motion 
was made by Greg Hager and seconded by Carol Foli to recommend to the full Board to 
rescind the 1993 ordinance and adopt the new proposed ordinance.  The motion carried. 
  
Cliff Frye offered discussion regarding House Bill 805.  This pending legislation gives  
several counties (Christian County included) the ability to regulate the spreading of 
sludge.  The regulations could include how, where, changes and fees.  This was just for 
discussion as no law as been enacted as yet. 
 
A letter and resolution was received from the Regional Superintendent of Schools Greg 
Springer for the County Board to take into consideration a resolution objecting to the 
State’s proposed elimination of funding for the Regional Offices of Education.  No action 
was taken. 
 
After the census figures have been taken, reapportionment of voting districts can be done 
and must be reviewed by population.  Christian County’s numbers are well under the 5% 
difference requiring action.  Any action must be passed by the July Board meeting and 
filed with the County Clerk.  The Committee discussed the issues and whether to make 
any changes to the number of county board members or the boundaries of the county 
board districts.  It is their general opinion not to make any changes.  They would like any 
comments and opinions from the rest of the board members prior to next month’s 
committee meeting. 
  
In the committee’s review, it was noted that in 2002 there was a reduction of county 
board members from 21 to 16 and the voting districts were reduced from seven to four. 
  
A motion was made by Marilyn Voggettzer and seconded by Greg Hager to adjourn.  The 
motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 
        

Laura Wilkinson, Chairwoman 
       Environmental Committee 
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HIGHWAY/BUILDING/GROUNDS 

COMMITTEE MINUTES 
April 12, 2011 

 
Present:  Joe Marley  Mike McClure    

Charles DeClerck  
Chad Michel 

Absent:  Lloyd Washburn 
Others present: Cliff Frye, Sheriff Kettelkamp, Chief Deputy Bruce Engeling, Tony Woods, Bill 

Kennedy and Jan Bland. 
 
The meeting of the Highway/Building/Grounds Committee was called for on Tuesday,  
April 12, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. in the Christian County Courthouse.  The purpose of the meeting was 
County building issues, highway business and any other matters properly brought before the Committee. 
 
Highway business: 

 
Cliff Frye presented the following as highway business: 

 
Bid Tabulations for County and Township MFT bituminous materials for 
FY2011 were distributed. Bids were opened with the Highway Commissioners at  
9:00 am and submitted to this committee for review and approval. 

• For the County:  A motion was made by Mike McClure and seconded by Charles 
DeClerck to accept the low bid from Louis Marsch, Inc. The motion carried. 

• For the Various Road Districts:  A motion was made by Charles DeClerck and seconded by Mike 
McClure to accept the low bid from Louis Marsch, Inc. as read and forward them to the 
individual township road commissioners for approval. 
The motion carried. 

 
Cliff presented a proposal from Atlas Soils, Inc. of Hillsboro, IL to complete soil borings for Bridge 
011-3024 (CH #1).  The estimated cost is $3,066 but will be billed based on the actually depths drilled.  
A motion was made by Charles DeClerck and seconded by Mike McClure to accept the proposal from 
Atlas Soils, Inc.  The motion carried. 
 
Cliff passed out an article from Roads & Bridges magazine on our County Highway #1 recycling project 
completed last year.  Dunn Company submitted the project for consideration by Roads & Bridges and 
the Asphalt Recycling and Reclaiming Association (ARRA) for one of their annual recycling awards.  
Our project was chosen for one of the awards for its extensive use of recycled materials.  Dunn 
Company accepted the award at ARRA’s annual conference and would like to present it to the County.  
The committee recommended inviting them to the May meeting of the County Board to present the 
award. 
 
Animal Control business: 
 
Cliff received a proposal from B&L Cremations Systems to tune up the incinerator at Animal Control.  
This service would tune up the machine and calibrate the emission controls.  The proposal is for $795, 
plus any necessary parts and a percentage of travel expenses if they can do several in the region at the 
same time.  Joelynda has indicated she  
doesn’t have enough funds in her budget for this expenditure.  Since the unit has been operating trouble 
free for sometime now, Cliff suggested trying to budget for this service in the next fiscal year. 
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April 14, 2011 
 
Courthouse Grounds: 
A letter was received from Melissa Jones, Christian County National Day of Prayer Taskforce to again 
consider their request to hold their annual bible reading marathon on the north portico of the 
Courthouse.  It is scheduled to begin Saturday, April 30 through Tuesday. May 3, 2011.  A motion was 
made by Mike McClure and seconded by Charles DeClerck to approve the request.  The motion carried.   
 
Rhonda Kraft of the Taylorville Tree Board has requested once again the opportunity to plant another 
tree on the courthouse lawn. Last year two were planted on either side of the east center sidewalk.  This 
tree will be donated by Ace Hardware and planted as one their requirements as a USA Tree City and to 
celebrate Arbor Day.  A motion was made by Mike McClure and seconded by Chad Michel to accept 
the donated tree.  The motion carried. 
 
Gary Merker of Taylorville Mainstreet submitted a request for use of the courthouse grounds for the 
annual Farmers Market events that are held on the square on Saturday mornings through October.  
Several events will also be planned in conjunction with the Market as in the past.   A motion was made 
by Chad Michel and seconded by Charles DeClerck to approve the use of the grounds for the Farmers 
Market.  The motion carried. 
  
Correctional Center: 
Bill Kennedy reported three key areas that needed attention at the correctional facility.  The plumbing 
has been pieced together and fixed too many times over the years and still continues to leak.  The only 
good part is that the sewer pipes are in the basement and exposed so access for repair would not be so 
difficult.   
 
Bill showed the committee many pictures of the roof and patches on patches on patches.  There are eight 
skylights and water leaks in around them as well.   Over the past few years, we have repaired roofs at the 
courthouse, the probation building, and the Solid Waste Office using the spray foam and coating 
method.    
 
The intercom system and other lighting panels need attention as well.  The committee evaluated the roof 
project looking to Bill to obtain an estimate and to also address the plumbing.  A motion was made by 
Mike McClure and seconded by Chad Michel to ask Bill Kennedy to write up specs for the plumbing 
and to obtain quotes for the roof and to refer this matter to the Finance committee.  The motion carried. 
 
Courthouse: 
Chairman Curtin reported that Greg Hosto believes to have found someone to work on the windows.  A 
motion was made by Charles DeClerck and seconded by Mike McClure to begin to repair those most 
critical using the courthouse maintenance budget.  The motion carried. 
 
The State is closing the Veterans Affair offices and they are looking for other government buildings to 
offer them space.  They have many privacy issues meaning a secure enclosed space which does not work 
into any space we might have available.  Other agencies are also looking for them. 
 
A motion was made by Chad Michel and seconded by Mike McClure to adjourn.  The motion carried. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
      Joe Marley, Chairman 
      Highway, Grounds, Building Committee 



 
 

HIGHWAY/BUILDING/GROUNDS 
 COMMITTEE MINUTES 

May 10, 2011 
 

Present:  Joe Marley  Lloyd Washburn    
Charles DeClerck  
 

Absent:  Chad Michel, Mike McClure 
Others present: John Curtin, Cliff Frye, Joelynda Conrad, Bruce Engeling, Bill Kennedy 

and Jan Bland. 
 
The meeting of the Highway/Building/Grounds Committee was called for on Tuesday,  
May 10, 2011 at 6:30 p.m. in the Christian County Courthouse.  The purpose of the meeting was 
County building issues, highway business and any other matters properly brought before the 
Committee. 
 

Highway business: 
Cliff Frye presented quotes from CTI to upgrade the computers and software at the Highway 
Department.  Three computers and software are approximately $5,100 and he will add a new 
printer and USB storage device for system back up.  All can be completed within the $6,000 
budgeted for this upgrade.  A motion was made by Charles DeClerck and seconded by Lloyd 
Washburn to upgrade the computer hardware and software and a cost not to exceed the budgeted 
amount of $6,000.  The motion carried. 
 
Cliff Frye requested to purchase two used pickup trucks for the Highway Department at a cost 
not to exceed $30,000.  He has sufficient funds in the budget for equipment purchases.  Recently 
one of the crew cabs had to be scraped leaving the department shorter on vehicles than they 
already are.  Two used vehicles will bridge the gap quickly and Cliff will present a request at a 
later date to replace older vehicles with new ones proposed to be ordered off the State’s Joint 
Purchase Program.  A motion was made by Lloyd Washburn and seconded by Charles DeClerck 
to allow the Highway Department to purchase used pickup trucks at a cost not to exceed 
$30,000.  The motion carried. 
 
 Animal Control business: 
Joelynda Conrad presented two quotes for fencing in an exercise pen at the Animal Control 
Facility.  Upon review of the quotes, the companies did not bid on the same size and quality of 
materials.  Cliff Frye will provide Joelynda with a specification sheet that she can provide the 
companies so that they can provide comparable quotes.  A motion was made by Charles 
DeClerck and seconded by Lloyd Washburn to authorize the construction of the exercise pen at 
the Animal Control Facility and refer the new quotes to the finance committee.  The motion 
carried.  An exercise area was originally part of the plans for the new facility. 
 
Joelynda Conrad presented two quotes for installation of exhaust fans in the Animal Control 
Facility.  These fans will help move additional air through the kennels during hot weather.  The 
quotes were as follows: 
  Hanks Heating and Cooling:  $1,202.00 
  Ken Romig    $2,318.66 
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May 10, 2011 
 

Animal Control business (cont.): 
A motion was made by Charles DeClerck and seconded by Lloyd Washburn to accept the low 
quotation from Hanks Heating and Cooling.  The motion carried.  It should be noted that these 
projects will be paid from the annual Willey Estate trust fund distribution.  This money is 
specifically to be spent to benefit the animals. 
 

County Correctional Center business: 
Bill Kennedy and Bruce Engeling reported on the roof and plumbing projects at the correctional 
center.  Although a couple of roofing companies have submitted quotes to repair the roof, it will 
be required to bid the project and Bill is working on specs.   
 
It was thought that the floor drains in the jail needed to be repaired before the drain pipe repair 
was started.  After conversation between Bill Kennedy and Jeff Nolan, it was suggested that it 
was more cost effective to do all at the same time.   A motion was made by Lloyd Washburn and 
seconded by Charles DeClerck to refer to the Finance committee as to how to proceed with this 
much needed project. The motion carried. 
 
 Courthouse business: 
Bill Kennedy has located a 12” bell which could be attached to the slave clock already existing 
in the courthouse.  As Bill has already purchased the bell, he is requesting the installation to be in 
the second floor rotunda area.  A minimal electrical connection would be the cost to the County 
and Bill would do the installation.  A motion was made by Lloyd Washburn and seconded by 
Charles DeClerck to recommend and refer to the Finance Committee.  The motion carried. 
 
An inquiry has been received to the possibility of having a wedding ceremony in the rotunda area 
of both the second and third floors.  With no opposition to allowing the wedding/event, it was 
suggested that a policy and fee schedule be developed and brought back to the committee. 
 
Brought to the Committee for their opinion was a request to sell Sam’s Club memberships in the 
courthouse to the employees.  The Committee felt that this type of request should be denied. 
 
A motion was made by Charles DeClerck and seconded by Lloyd Washburn to adjourn.  The 
motion carried. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
      Joe Marley, Chairman 
      Highway, Grounds, Building Committee 
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